Securing our Sanctuaries and the Servants of God (Part I)

Biblical Security Wisdom (BSW): Gunman in the Sanctuary (Maryville Crime Scene)

Introduction . . . “A half-second more, might that have made a difference?”

1. Protection of the Church by the Providence of God (Job 2:6, 10).
2. Principles of protection from the Bible (Ecclesiastes 10:8-11).  

· Risk management is biblical
· If it is not working, get the needed skill
· What good is prevention, if someone already got hurt? 
3. Personalities of criminality (2 Timothy 3:1ff and 12-13). 

4. Proclamation of the Gospel is never thwarted (Matthew 24:12-14). 

5. Protocols for direct intervention with a gunman (Ecclesiastes 4:12).
What should the congregation do?

· Gather 

· Guard 

· Get down

· Get help 

What should the pastor do (or those leading worship)?
· Discover 
· Distance 
· Defense 
· Distract 
What should the church leadership do (i.e., elders, deacons, ushers)?

· Assertive awareness (the ASP intervention strategy) 
· Shadow movements 
· Protect and serve 
Conclusion . . . “Church Leaders must be decisive . . . If the shooter targets the congregation, direct-confrontation is essential. This is dangerous, but you can improve your chances by distracting the shooter, yelling from multiple directions, and tackling him from behind.”
--advice to churches from a Lieutenant in the San Diego Police Department  
Securing our Sanctuaries and the Servants of God (Part II)

Biblical Security Wisdom (BSW): Shenanigans in the Church (the Bash Back crime)
Topic: Presenting biblical security wisdom (BSW) in order to protect better our people and our church’s property for the glory of God in an age of aggressive persecution. 

Thesis: Christian leaders must become knowledgeable in biblical security wisdom (BSW) due to the increased intrusions and disturbances into the sanctuaries of God.

Theology: 
1. 1 Chronicles 9:22-27

2. Nehemiah 4:9 

3. 2 Timothy 4:14-15 

Training: 


Basic Reponses to Protect the People of God

· Gather (don’t be flat footed)
· Block with your Back 
· Kneel 
· Call
· Witness  


Basic Repose to Proclaim the Message of God

· Pray, Praise and Preach



Basic Reviews for the Church Leadership to Consider

· Exposures Surveyed (Nehemiah 4:13a)

· Family Support Strategy (Nehemiah 4:13b)

· Perimeter Secured (Nehemiah 4:13c)

· Inspiring Sermon (Nehemiah 4:14)

· Alerted to the Shenanigans (Nehemiah 4:15)

Thinking Security: Should the Church leadership have special and confidential security protocols? How can we physically protect ourselves in non-violent ways?  Are concealed weapons a good idea? What are the ominous trends for future attacks on the church? How can we coordinate better with law enforcement agencies? What would Jesus do? Where is our Ultimate Security found? 

Security our Sanctuaries and the Servants of God (Part III)
Biblical Security Wisdom (BSW): Desperate Acts in Church (Theft in Plain Sight)
Nehemiah Security Techniques for Today: 

1. Focused-Flex Plan (Nehemiah 4:16-18a)
· Roving Patrols 

· Bright lights and open windows

· Two-by-two travel

2. Alert System  (Nehemiah 4:18b & 19-20)
· Have Cell Phone Access at all times

· Radio capability

·  Soundman is now Security man (monitors and cameras)

·  Communion of Saints in a Yahoo Age (http://groups.yahoo.com).

3. Private and Public Instructions (Nehemiah 4:16 & 19)

· Harden Target

· Mysterious Target 

4. Creative and Consistent Security Measures (Nehemiah 4:21-23)
· Have only one entrance open during worship service.

· Lock doors during the day—even with staff present. 

· Alarm System.  

Example of Putting it All Together: Securing the Offering Plates 

Why is this attractive to criminals?

1. What do bank robbers say to the tellers and customers?

2. What business keeps their revenues out in the open during peak business hours?

What type of personality would do such a crime?

1. Desperate Druggie Types 

2. Evil Persecutor Types

3. Inside Job for Revenge Types

What should our general procedure be to protect against this?

1. Do harden the target

2. Do not engage the bad guy

a. Life before property

b. Insurance and other factors

c. The long arm of the law does work. 

3. Do not surrender to the bad guy

a. Be a good witness

b. Prayer for conviction

c. Group Defense
Remember Nehemiah’s Benediction: Our God will fight for us!
